negotiators told a private meeting. Yet, in the event, climate change and the need for a 'green recovery' only made paragraph 27 and 28 of the 29-paragraph communiqué. Language, already weak in the final draft, was watered down even further by the leaders at the end of the summit and, after the initial euphoria, commentators have been increasingly concerned that the summit delivered too little and that environmental concerns and climate change failed to make a mark.
The main reason was that China and other developing countries refused to agree to anything that might pre-empt the negotiations on the new climate treaty. The result was not just a lost opportunity to put some political momentum behind the talks in Bonn -the first of four negotiating sessions leading to the Copenhagen meeting -but it actually set the talks back.
Developing countries have also been disillusioned by how little of the stimulus money promised by the G20 summit participants has so far been pledged to green investment, despite all the rhetoric. Though many of the biggest -such as China, India and Mexico -are ready to take their own measures, they are reluctant to commit to them when richer nations are doing so little.
The deadlock is made worse because developed countries have also failed to make good on promises made at the end of 2007 to set aside money to help poorer countries tackle climate change and adjust to its effects.
to be agreed at a vital meeting in Copenhagen at the end of the year.
And while the delegates met in London, researchers monitoring ice cover in the Antarctic recorded the dramatic split of the Wilkins ice sheet into the sea, as a likely result of climate change.
Participants in the negotiations ahead of Copenhagen -now underway in Bonn -say that, partly as a result, they are now further from reaching agreement than they were towards the end of the George Bush presidency, despite the new energy and commitment brought to environmental matters by the Obama administration. Rich and poor countries now appear to be further apart than at the end of 2007, when the former president was still trying to obstruct progress.
Gordon Brown and the other leaders -with the notable exception of Silvio Berlusconi -have long been verbally signed up to 'low carbon growth' as the best way out of the recession but commentators are concerned at the lack of progress. It promises more jobs and more opportunities for innovation than business as usual and a new study by the University of MassachusettsAmherst shows that investing in the green economy creates nearly four times as many jobs as traditional investment.
And there is widening awareness of the urgency of tackling global warming. "We are at a last opportunity moment," one of Britain's top Researchers announced last month the discovery of a large population of one of the world's rarest cetaceansthe Irrawaddy dolphin -living amongst the mangrove swamps of Bangladesh.
The species, previously only numbered in hundreds and considered vulnerable, has been swelled by a survey in Bangladesh for the first time which estimates an additional 6,000 individuals living in the region.
Researchers carried out a survey for the first time in the freshwater regions of Bangladesh's Sundarbans mangrove forest and adjacent marine waters in the Bay of Bengal.
The discovery has been reported in "This discovery gives us hope that there is a future for Irrawaddy dolphins," says Smith, lead author of the study. "Bangladesh clearly serves as an important sanctuary for Irrawaddy dolphins and conservation in the region should be a top priority."
Despite finding this large population, the study's authors warn that the dolphins are becoming increasingly threatened by accidental entanglement in fishing nets. During the study, researchers found two dolphins that had become entangled and drowned in fishing nets -an occurrence noted by local fishermen.
In a second paper published in Aquatic Conservation, Smith and his co-authors report the additional long-term threat to the dolphin population of declining freshwater supplies caused by upstream water diversion coupled with sea-level rise as a result of climate change. These circumstances also threaten the Ganges River dolphins, an endangered species with a range that overlaps with the Irrawaddy dolphins in the Sunderban mangrove forest. The recent extinction of the Yangtse river dolphin, or baiji, is a reminder of how vulnerable freshwater dolphins A large new population of rare Irrawaddy dolphins has just been described. Nigel Williams reports.
Dolphin surprise
voluntarily herd shoals of fish towards fishing boats. The fishermen benefit from enhanced catches and the dolphins feed on the entrapped fish, as well as getting some rewards from the fishermen.
Nonetheless, numbers of dolphins have declined in Myanmar as a result of electrocution through illegal electric fishing, entanglement in nets, mercury poisoning and habitat loss from gold mining. Myanmar's fisheries department and WCS found that the species had declined by some 60 per cent in the region, and that only 59 to 72 individuals remained in the river region, approximately 1,000 kilometres from the sea.
The WCS has helped establish protected areas along the Ayeyarwady river to help conserve this rare mammal and boost awareness "of its unique role in the river's livelihoods", says the WCS.
are to the impacts of humans, conservationists say.
The WCS is now working with the ministry of environment and forests in Bangladesh on plans for establishing a protected area for both Irrawaddy and Ganges River dolphins in the Sunderbans mangrove forest. "WCS's discovery that a thriving population of Irrawaddy dolphins exists in Bangladesh gives us hope for protecting this and other endangered species and their important habitats," says Stephen Sanderson, president of the WCS. The WCS "is committed to conservation of these iconic marine species from dolphins, sea turtles, sharks to the largest whales."
The Irrawaddy dolphin has already won some friends. In Myanmar's Ayeyarwady river, these dolphins are known for their 'cooperative fishing' with humans. Animals are known to The state of Victoria experienced some of the worst bush fires recorded in Australia earlier this year with many people killed by the various blazes that raged through the height of the summer under searing temperatures and northerly winds. The fires are also expected to have had a devastating effect on the fauna of the area, with the speed of spread making it difficult for many animals to escape.
But recent pictures from one of the most devastated areas shows that within weeks, the charred trunks of many trees are already sprouting new growth, revealing just how the flora has adapted to bush fires that, in less devastating circumstances, appear part of the normal cycle in this environment.
And Victoria's environment minister, Gavin Jennings, announced at the beginning of the month that the state's parks would be open for Easter. "We are confident that people will be safe in the parks," he said.
But an understanding of the longer-term damage of the bush fires to a remarkable environment will take some time to assess. The Australian bush is already regenerating after record fires, reports Nigel Williams.
Firing back
New life: Shoots appear from charred trunks last month after devastating bush fires this summer in Victoria. (Photo: Hannah Robertson.)
